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The locomotive, the steamship, the motor-cai are capable of almost infinite development. Ir this respect they are like the motor-balloon. W< have just seen that the motor-balloon may b< greatly developed in size and perfection. More over, the larger and heavier it is, other thingj being equal, the safer, the more likely to be oj service to mankind, the more it can carry 01 engine power, fuel and cargo, the wider its ra dins of action, the greater its endurance and re serve for meeting emergencies.
Strangely enough, it is precisely this sort o; development in si'/e, capacity, power and useful ness that the aeroplane in its present form i; apparently incapable of. 1 say apparently, foi 1 do not believe the last word has been said. Bu taking the mechanical ilight; apparatus in all it forms as we find it to-day, and we seem to b< justified in declaring that it is subject to this lav of limitation:
Beyond a certain point in si/e, weight anc capacity, any additions thereto are made witl loss and not with gain of net efficiency.
A motor-balloon, for example, may be (level
oped in all three dimensions-.......length, breadth
thickness. Double the quantity of material used and you quadruple the volume or capacity
The mechanical ilight machine, in which ca